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More than Human and Non-Human Relations
in Law: A Jurisprudence of Gardens

Friday, February 13, 2026
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Fraser Building Room 157

A plant-based lunch will be served

Hybrid event on Zoom: https.//uvic.zoom.us/j/87086858784

This talk centers on gardens, tracing the interrelations of gendered, speciesist and in-human
violence and colonial legal enclosures in the Anthropocene. Drawing on posthumanist
feminist, decolonial eco-feminist, and in-human theories, | walk through law’s gardens to
analyse historical roots and contemporary legal iterations of control, domination and
oppression. The talk is an invitation to reconsider the place of gardens as placeholders of
both historical struggles and as sites of possibilities for a radical jurisprudence of gardens: of
care, resistance, and renewal in the face of pressing current concerns.

Matilda Arvidsson is an associate professor in international law at
the University of Gothenburg, and a visiting researcher at the
Faculty of Law, Lund University, Sweden. She researches
interrelations of humans, non-humans, plants, and technology.
Recent publications include ‘On Gardens of the Anthropocene:
Gendered Violence, Colonial Legal Enclosures, and Feminist
Posthuman Kinship’, Journal of Human Rights and the
Environment (2025)16:136-166; and ‘Jurisprudence of Gardens:
International Law, Architecture, and Gardens,’ in R. Voss, S. Stolk
& M. Bak McKenna (eds) International Law and Architecture. Elgar
Publishers, 2026.
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